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I. LOI GIOI THEU

Pbi v6i nhiéu ngudi Hoa Ky trong cudi thap nién 1960s va
trong thap nién 1970s, quan niém vé cha nghia anh hung da duoc
nghi dén. Trong tran Thé Chién Thir Nhat, Trung Si Alvin York 13
anh hung qudc gia. Trong tran Thé Chién Thtr Hai, Trung ST Audie
Murphy 13 anh hing quéc gia. Ca hai ngudi dugc an thuéng huy
chuong cao qiiy nhat ctia Hoa Ky “Medal of Honor”, va da duoc
quay thanh phim, chién cong ctia hai nguoi. Trong tran chién Viét
Nam, su can dam anh hung cua quan nhan Mii Xanh (LLDB)
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Trung Si (sau ndy lén Pai T4) Robert Howard, khong dugc da s6
nguoi Hoa Ky biét dén. Ciing nhu Alvin York, Audie Murphy,
Robert Howard dugc an thuong Medal of Honor, ngoai ra con
dugc thém hai huy chuong “hang 2 va 3” Distinguished Service
Cross (Ngoai Hang Thap Tu), Silver Star (Ngodi Sao Bac) va sau
chién thuong boi tinh.

Cac tran danh trén bd trong cudc chién Viét Nam, khong co
nhiém vu nao nguy hiém, vuot bién gid1, xam nhap vao mat khu,
hau phuong dich (quan ddi Bac Viét / VC) dé pha hoai do don vi
Poan Nghién Ctru Quan Sat (SOG — Nha K§ Thuit — Loi HO
VNCH) dam trach. Khoang 18.000 quan Mi Xanh LLDB/HK
phuc vu tai Viét Nam, nhung chi c6 khoang 3.000 ngudi phuc vu
cho don vi SOG. Trong s6 3.000 quan biét kich SOG d6, bi ton
that hon mot nira téng s6 ton that cia LLDB/HK tai Viét Nam, va
85% tong s6 quan LLDB/HK bi mat tich (MIA) trong cudc chién
tranh Viét Nam. Chi riéng nam 1968, s6 chién thuong boi tinh trao
cho chuong trinh 35 (Vuot Bién) cta don vi SOG, nhiéu hon quan
s6 cua ba dai d6i trinh sat quan doi Hoa Ky.

Trong nam 1968, 29 truc thang chd quan biét kich SOG (xam
nhap qua Lao, Mién) bi ban roi, 56 quan biét kich SOG tir tran,
214 ngudi khac bi thuong, va 27 quan nhan mat tich (MIA- coi
nhu chét khong thau hoi dugce xéac). Phia Nha K§ Thuat VNCH
(L6i HO) 133 quan biét kich sic dan thiéu sb tir trin, 481 quan biét
kich Thuong bi thuong, va mat tich 55 ngudi (coi nhu chét khong
lay duoc xac). Trong cudc chién 12 toan biét kich SOG bi mat tich
hoan toan (tén that 100%), sau khi xam nhap vao gén muc tiéu, roi
bién mat... hoan toan khong tim ra tung tich, ddu vét. Chua ké 49
quan nhan don vi SOG (hanh chanh, k¥ thuat...), may vién phi
cong va phi hanh doan yém trg cho don vi SOG tr tran hodc mat
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tich. Tong cong 163 biét kich SOG Hoa Ky, 80 mat tich (tir trdn
khong thau hoi duge xac).
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Quan tinh nguyén chuong trinh 35 (OPAN 35) vuot bién qua
Lao, Mién 1a nhitng quan nhan can dam nhat, nhiéu kinh nghiém
chién dau trong binh chung Luc Lugng Pac Biét Hoa Ky. B¢ 1a
niém hanh dién, dam dem sinh mang cua minh phuc vu cho ly
tudng. Do 1a mot nhdm nhé quan nhan “dac biét”, mot huyén thoai
trong tran chién Viét Nam. Khau hiéu cta quan biét kich don vi
SOG 13 “Ban chua hé thuc sy séng, cho dén khi ban may mén
thoat chét.”

Trong s6 18 huy chuong Danh Du (Medal of Honor) binh
chung LLDB (Mii Xanh) Hoa Ky doat duogc trong tran chién Viét
Nam, mot ntra (9 chiéc) vé tay don vi SOG, mac dau quan s6 clia
ho chi bang 1/6 (3000/18000 - tong s6 18000 quan LLDB phuc vu
tai Viét Nam, chi ¢6 3000 thudc don vi SOG). Trong s6 70 quan
bi¢t kich (Hoa Ky) trong dai d61 Tham Sat SOG trong can ctt hanh
quan tién phuong 4 (FOB 4) hay S Chi Huy Bic (CCN - Pa
Ning), hai quan nhan dugc an thudong huy chuong Danh Dy
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(Medal of Honor), ba nguodi khac duoc huy chuong Thap Tu Ngoai
Hang (Distinguished Services Cross - chi thua Medal of Honor).
Trong s6 60 quan biét kich (HK) dai d6i Tham Sat SOG trong cin
ctr hanh quén tién phuong 2 (FOB 2) hay S¢ Chi Huy Trung (CCC
— Kontum), nam nguoi dugc an thuéng huy chuong Danh Du
(Medal of Honor), va 1 ngudi dugc huy chwong Thap Ty Ngoai
Hang (DSC). Nhu vay, S6 Chi Huy Trung (CCC- Kontum) dugc
danh gid don vi Hoa Ky Xuit Sic Nhit Trong Cudc Chién Viét
Nam. Sau khi hd so vé don vi SOG hét thoi gian bao mat, don vi
SOG duoc Tong Théng Hoa Ky tuyén duong 1a don vi xuit sic
(Presidential Unit Citation — PUC).

Trong tit ca cac vi anh hung phuc vu chwong trinh 35
(OPLAN 35 - Vuot Bién) don vi Poan Nghién Ctou Quan Sat
(SOG), mot nguoi dugce cac chién hiru don vi tuyén duong, diing
riéng mot minh. Ong ta duoc Pai Tudng Westmoreland thing cap
tir Trung Si Nhit 1én Trung Uy, va si quan Luc Quan duy nhat
dugc an thudng ca ba huy chuong (hang 1, 2, 3), Ngoi Sao Bac
(Silver Star), Thap Tu Ngoai Hang (Distinguished Service Cross),
va huy chuong Danh Dy (Medal of Honor). Nguoi quan nhéan
ngoat hang do chinh 1a Robert Howard.

[I. NGUOI HIEP ST KHIEM TON: PAI TA ROBERT L.
HOWARD

By Maj. John L. Plaster, USA, (Ret)

Nam 1968, Robert L. Howard 1a mot vién Trung Si Nhét 30
tudi, khoe manh, luc ludng nhu ngudi tiéu phu, voi tinh than phuc
vu cao dg. Toi la mot trong s it quan nhan Luc Lugng Dac Biét
(SF — Mil Xanh) may méin duoc phuc vu cung v6i Bob Howard
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trong dai do1 Tham Sat 60 nguoi trong S& Chi Huy Trung (CCC),
mot don vi t6i mat LLDB cho nhiing hoat dong dang sau phong
tuyén dich. Ching t61 xdm nhap vao long dich, tham thinh, tAn
cong bat ngo, pha hoai hé théng duong mon HCM trén dat Lao va
Cambodia.

Howard 13 ngudi rat noi tiéng. Tat ca nhitng phim do tai tir
(thin tuong) John Wayne déng, cho thém phim cuoa Clint
Eastwood vao nira ciing khong sanh bang con ngudi bang xuong,
bang thit Bob Howard. Chinh thtrc nhu trong ho so c4 nhan, éng ta
duoc an thudng sau chién thuong boi tinh, nhung thuc ra bi thuong
tat ca 14 lan. TAm lan bj thuong, 6ng ta cho 1a nhe, khong xung
dang dé nhan huy chwong (tir chéi nhuong cho nguoi khac). Xin
no6i rd thém, nhing 1an bi thuong nhe ong ta van may man thoat
chét... Xung dang 1a anh hung ctia quoc gia Hoa Ky.
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Néu cho rang ong ta 1a mot huyén thoai, diéu d6 ciing khong
c6 gi qua dang, khong thém bst. Mot 1an, mot nhom quén biét kich
Hoa Ky dang dung trudc cong trai tan doc, bat ngo hai tén khing

Pac San Mi Nau - Xuan Giap Thin Page 239



bd Viét Cong lai xe Honda chay ngang qua ném vao dam déng mot
qua lyu dan. Trong khi moi nguoi voi nhéy ra tim chd trG an, Bob
Howard van diém tinh, giang 1ay khau sung cta linh canh gac, quy
mot dau gbi xubng, 1dy hudéng nham ban chét mot tén, chiéc xe
Honda lao dao chay ra khoi duong (QL 14) roi xudng rudng dat.
Sau d6 Bob Howard chay b0 dudi dén noi, ban chét tén con lai.

Mot dém, toan bi¢t kich trong d6 c6 Howard nam bén canh
mot con duong cua dich trén dat Lao, khi mot doan quan xa cua
dich chay ngang qua. Howard chay song song v41 mdt xe van tai
Molotova, cam qua min Claymore ném vao xe roi nhay ra khoi con
duong, bam cho qua min nd, roi chay tr& vé vi tri toan biét kich.

Mot 1an khac, Howard ngéi trén truc thang Huey UH-1 cho
quan biét kich xam nhap vao dat Lao, quan Mil Xanh trong toan
biét kich c6 thém Larry White va Robert Clough. Vién phi cong
tryc thing chd toan biét kich, dap nham vao bai dap co hai truc
thing Bic Viét nguy trang rat k§. Ca hai bén sing nd vang doi,
chiéc truc thing Huey UH-1 tring dan nhiéu chd. Larry White
trang ba vién dan roi xudng dat. Howard cung v6i Clough nhay ra
khoi truc thing nam 14y White, chay tro lai tuc thing roi cét canh
1ét vé mién Nam Viét Nam.

“Néu biét duoc Bob Howard da sin sang 1én duong ctru ban,
diéu d6 bao ham ¥ nghia rat 16n ddi voi chiing t6i” Theo 101 truong
toan biét kich SOG Lloyd O’Daniel, ké lai chuyén ctru Joe Walker.
Toan biét kich SOG cung vé1 mot trung do1 Khai Thac bi don vi
san biét kich cua dich tan cong tiéu di¢t gén mot con duong 16n
trén dat Lao. Walker bi thuong ning khong chay dugc, cliing véi
mot biét kich quan nguoi Thuong lan trén. Howard cung vo1 mot
tiéu doi 12 ngudi di ciu, ho phai doi dén toi, méi di chuyén vao
khu vuc giao tranh, vi khu vuc rat dong dao linh Bic Viét. Ho phai
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lan mo 14t tiing xac phe ta xem ai chan dai (ngudi Hoa Ky) va cudi
cung ctru dugc Walker cung véi nguoi linh Thuong.

[1I. HON CA TIENG GOI CUA NON SONG

Dic biét, duy nhat trong quan sit Hoa Ky, mot chién binh xuat
than tir ngoi lang nho Opelika, Alabama, trong vong 13 thang duoc
dé nghi 4n thuong huy chuong Danh Dy (Medal of Honor) ba lan,
trong ba chién cong khac nhau, duoc cic chién hitu LLDB chung
kién, ghi nhan. Lan dau tién trong thang Muoi Mot nim 1967.
Trong khi mot don vi 1é6n SOG (dai doi Khai Thac) dang thiéu huy
kho tiép van ctia quan d6i Bac Viét. Howard quan sat phia trude,
mot minh chéng lai dich quan, giét chét 4 tén, thém mot tén ban
tia. Sau d6 bi dai lién cua dich tran ap, khong tién 1én duoc, nhung
Howard van tim cach tién 1én giét ca khau doi dai lién dich roi pha
huy mot khau ddi khac béng lgu dan. Sy hung han cua Howard
lam cho dich quéan khiép so rat lui. Pé nghi 4n thudéng huy chuong
Danh Dy nay bi rat xudng huy chuong Ngoi Sao Bac (thir 3).

Chién cong 16n ké tiép x4y ra khoang mét nam sau d6. Clng
vo1 dai do1 Khai Thac hoat dong trén dat Lao, mot minh Howard
ban chay chién xa 16i nuéc PT-76 cia dich bang dng phong hoa
tién M-72. Ngay hom sau, 6ng ta tiéu diét mot khau doi sing
phong khong bang sung phong lyu M-79, sau d6 ctru thoat phi
hanh doan tryc thiang bi ban roi. Sau d6 Howard bi thuong nhiéu
chd, do dan sung cbi, sing B-40 cta dich, nhung cuong quyét & lai
chién dau, khong chiu di tan bang tryc thiang. Ciing nhu nam trudc,
dé nghi huy chuong Danh Du rit xuéng huy chuong Thap Tu
Ngoai Hang (Distinguished Service Cross) (thur 2).
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Chi sau tuan 1 sau, Howard tinh nguyén di theo mot trung doi
Khai Thac (Hatchet) xAm nhap vao dat Lao, tim kiém nguoi linh
biét kich SOG Robert Scherdin, bi mot don vi linh Bic Viét phuc
kich. Khi vao dén noi, Howard trang dan bj thuong, van cb ging
bo dén bén canh vién Trung Uy bi thuong (Scherdin), 16i kéo
ngudi si quan Mil Xanh ra chd an toan va duoc ctru thoat. Lan do,
cac chién hiru cia Howard tudng s& khong hy vong Howard quay
tré lai vi bi thwong khip noi trén ngudi, nhung ngudi anh hing
tham ling van quay tré lai vi don vi va duoc dua vao tdoa Bach Oc
nhan chiéc huy chuong Danh Dy (Medal of Honor).

Mic dau dugc nghi ¢ nha (dudng thuong), nhung Howard
quay tr& vé don vi, chia xé VO’l cac chién hitu nhitng ngay cudi
cung trudc khi duge dua vé Hoa Ky, tdoa Bach Oc nhan huy
chuong do chinh Tong Thong Hoa Ky 4n thudng.

IV. KHIEM TON

Giong mau chién si c6 san trong ngudi Howard theo truyén
thong gia dinh, Cha cua ong ta cing bon anh em (cht cia Howard)
da tinh nguyén binh chung Nhay Du trong tran Thé Chién Thir
Hai. Hai nguoi hy sinh, ba nguoi con lai bi thuong. Dé giup me va
ong ba, Howard cing v&i ngudi chi (c6 thé em gai) phai di 1am
nhit bong gon (cong viée trude d6 danh cho ngudi da den, rat
nghéo kho). Howard dd hoc hoéi cach chio hoi phu nir cia ngudi
song ving phia nam Hoa Ky Alabama, Georgia,...), do non ra cti
dau chao “Thua Ba” (Yes, ma’am).

Ong ta cling c6 mgt cam xuc sau xa vé danh du, phap luat, va
song vo1 danh du cua mot chién si. Poi vo1 Howard, diéu quan
trong nhat Ia nhi¢ém vu va chién hiru, loi ich c4 nhan dén cudi cung.
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Do 1a nhitng dtrc tinh quy bau cia mdt cap chi huy ma thudc cap,
chién hiru cia Howard san sang di theo, dau co6 phai vao dia nguc,
cling khong tiéc.

Sau khi cai huy chuong Danh Dy (Medal of Honor) vao ¢
Howard, Tong Thong Nixon héi ong ta, mudn lam gi cho phan con
lai cua ngay 1& Tuéng Niém (Memorial Day)... dung bita #n trua
v6i Tong Thong, di mot vong tham toa Bach Oc, hodc bat cir diéu
gi 6ng mudén? Nguoi chién binh anh hung tham lang, khiém tén tra
101, to6i mudn di dén ngdi mo Chién Si V6 Danh (trong nghia trang
Quéc Gia Arlington), dé chia xé v6i nhirng ngdi da ra di trude toi.
Piéu hoi budn, ding trong khoang thoi gian do, phong trao phan

chién & Hoa Ky 1é€n cao dg, gidi phong vién, truyén thong, bao chi
khong ai n61 mot 101 vé nguoi anh hung khi€ém ton cua Hoa Ky.

V. SAU CUOC CHIEN
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Mic dau khéng duge nhiéu ngudi biét dén nhu nhirng vi anh
hung trudéc d6, Howard van tiép tuc phuc vu dong gop cho dat
nudc voi tat ca kha nang, bau nhiét huyét. Ong ta 1am si quan huan
luyén khoéa hoc Nhéy Du cua Luc Quan, sau do lam dai déi trudng,
tiéu doan 2 Biét Pong Quan (HK) déng trong cin ctr Fort Lewis,
Washington. Howard van tiép tuc noi bat trong quan d6i Hoa Ky,
Tét nghiép voi dang danh du khéa Bo Binh Cao Cap (Tiéu Poan
Trudng).

Sau khi giai ngii (vé huu), cuu Pai Ta Robert Howard thuong
xuyén di tham binh si Hoa Ky, ké lai kinh nghiém chién d4u cua
ong ta dé nang cao tinh than chién dau, phuc vu cho binh si. Ong ta
d3 di tham nim chuyén dén Iraq, Afghanistan. Trong mua thu nim
2009, Howard di tham quan do1 Hoa Ky ¢ Germany, Bosnia va
Kosovo.

Trong ngay 1& Cuu Chién Binh (thang Muoi M6t) nim 1009,
Bob Howard van giir 101 htra tham du, nhung sau d6 phai vao bénh
vién vi bénh ung thu, bac si cho biét, ngudi chién binh tham ling,
khiém ton chi con sdng dugc vai tuan nira... Nhimg ngay cudi
cung, nhiéu chién hiru LLPB, SOG di “bi mat” bing qua bién gi6i
(No Visitor — Let Col. Howard rests) vao tan bén giwdng tham ong
ta.
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