TOAN BIET KICH VIPER

Special Forces First Sergeant Alan G. Cornett, who served in
Vietnam from 1966 to 1973

Ngay 29 thang Muoi Mot
nam 1966, t6i ching kién trung si
Russ Bott va trung si Willie Stark
cing v6i bon biét kich quan Viét
Nam Ién truc thang di hanh quan.
Tén goi cua toan bi¢t kich Delta c6
bi¢t danh la Viper va khu vuc ho
s& xdm nhdp nim ngay sat bién

gié1 Lao va mién bac Viét Nam.
Tat ca an mdc quan ao nguy trang “cop van”, trang b1 dén tan rang
dé chién dau.

Thoi tiét hom d6 xau, may giang thép, mau xam am dam, mua
bay 14t phat va nhirng con gi6 lanh. Véi diéu kién thoi tiét nhu thé,
s& gay kho khin cho phi cong truc thing, c6 1& chuyén xdm nhap
s& duogc hoan lai. Rdi, ¢ ai dé y dén y kién cua téi. Sau nay toi
duoc biét thém, khi truc thing bay gan dén bai dap dé tha toan biét
kich, ho dang bay trén mét 16p may that day, khéng nhin ré dudi
dat. Tro ngai nay lam cho céac phi cong truc thang phai bay vong
ngon nui dé dén bii dap da dinh san.

Céac phi cong truc thiang ciing c6 thé lay Iy do nay bay Ve,
khong tha toan biét kich, nhung ho b1 4p luc rdt manh tur cép chi
huy trén cao, van phai vao tha toan biét kich dé ldy tin tic cua
dich. Phai bay that thip mdi thay dia hinh dia vat trén mat dat, cac
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phi cong dinh hudng sai khi chon giong song (Tchépone) dé xac
dinh diém démg. Khi cac truc thing tha toan biét kich xong xudi
bay vé, cac si quan tham muu LLPB trong hanh quan Delta méi
biét rang, cac phi cong da dap 1am bai dap va toan biét kich Viper
dang & “dau d6” trén dat Lao. Trong can ci hanh quan tién phuong
Khe Sanh, dém d6 mua 1én tat vao chiéc 1éu tam tra, ¢ téi ndm
bén trong.

Céac cap chi huy trong hanh quin Delta dém d6, bao dam sé
ngti khong yén, ho an ciing khong ngon, vi tit ca dang ngdi trén
ngon ltra. Co thé ¢6 mot vu scandal sép Xéy ra, vira mat mit, mat
viéc (job), trong khi toan bi¢t kich Viper la nan nhan, s€ phai ganh
chiu nhitng don... v0 mat, v miii. B0 Ngoai Giao Hoa Ky chic
cling khong dugc “mat mat” khi duge nghe nhiing 15i nguyén ria
“Quan do1 Hoa Ky da dung truc thang chd toan biét kich xam nhap
nudc Lao”.

Sang hom sau, ngay thtr Nam, mot may bay lién lac truyén tin
ciia Luc Quan tir Pa Ning bay 1én cin cir hanh quan tién phuong

Khe Sanh. Vién phi cong chay vao trung tdm hanh quan bao cao,
ca khu vuc xam nhap (sai bai dap) da bi bao vay, toan biét kich
Viper d3 cham stng véi dich, lién lac voi phi co quan sat yéu cau
cho biét vi tri chinh xac diém ding cua ho.




Theo 101 vién phi cong bao cdo, moi nguoi biét réng, toan biét
kich Viper di biét ho xudng khong ding bai dap, ving hanh quan
xam nhap. Pa bi 16 va cham sing véi dich. Sang sém hom nay, ho
da lién lac v6i phi co tham thinh (FAC), yéu cau xac dinh diém
dung, bao cao cham dich va dang chay vé huéng dong bac.

Pén giita budi sang, khoang 10 gio, gio da nging thoi, 16p
swong som da tan, t6i co thé nhin xa khoang 200 thudc. Nhung tir
trén troi nhin xudng lai 1a van dé khéc, 16p may day dic van con
che phu bau troi. Mot mdy bay tham thinh (FAC) do John
Flanagan 1ai, dem theo mot trung si LLDB hanh quéan Delta, ngdi
ghé sau, co tim toan biét kich Viper.

Vi kinh nghiém, John Flanagan tim duoc toan biét kich, luc
d6 van con trén dat Lao, dudi khu vuc phi quan sy, va ngay giita
long mot khu vyc tinh nghi ¢c6 mot trung doan Bac Viét dong quan.
Tré vé Khe Sanh, vién phi cong FAC chi vao ban d6 hanh quéan vi
tri toan bict kich Viper. Ho dang ¢ cach khu vuc hanh quan xam
nhap (dGng) khoang bdn, nim cay sb6 vé hudng tay bac. Phi cong
John Flanagan cho biét thém, nhin thay nhiéu toan binh linh Béc
Viét véi vii khi, xung quanh khu vuc toan biét kich dang lan trén
(... do1 den).

Qua ngay thtr Sau, gié thdi manh, dem nhitng ddm may dén
khu vue Khe Sanh. Mua van roi tam t3, thoi tiét trong ngay rat xau.
T6i van lo ngai cho toan biét kich Viper, va mot toan khac dudi
quyén trung si St. Laurent. Ho 13 nhiing nguoi dang... di trong mua
gid. Chiéc may bay bao vung lai nhan dugc bao cdo tir toan biét
kich Viper, réng ho lai cham dich va lan nay da co nguoi trong
toan bi thuong.

To1 dang ngdi trong 1éu, thugng si Stamper budc vao bén
trong, ra 1énh cho t6i chuan bj tai ctru thuong, va san sang lén
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duong bat cir lic nao c6 1énh. Ping lic d6, trung si Irby Dyer
budc vao. Thuong si Stamper, bat ngd phit chét thay doi nhan sy,
ra 1énh cho anh ta chuan bi chtr khong phai toi. Téi lai ngdi xudng
cai ghé b...

Vi chi huy quyét dinh m& cudce hanh quan, cép clru, triét xuat
toan biét kich Viper. Hop doan tryc thiang cdp ctru gom c6 mot
chiéc “bdc” chinh, mot chiéc phu, mot tryc thiang chi huy va hai
tryc thang vo trang. Thuong si Stamper quay trd vé trung tam hanh
quan theo doi cac hoat dong hanh quan Delta, trung si Dyer (nguoi
phai di thay t61) ra bai dap truc thang. La nhan vién ctru thuong,
anh ta phai ngoi trén chiéc truc thing bay vao ctru toan biét kich.
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To1 vo1 vang bang bo cho mdt quan nhan LLPB Viét Nam ro61
chay vao trung tim hanh quan dé “nghe ké” chuyén gi sé xay ra.
T6i cung voi thugng si Stamper ngdi cham chi nghe 101 d6i thoai
trén may truyén tin, gitta hop doan truc thing cip ctru va trung si
Russ Bott, trudng toan bi¢t kich Viper. Trung si Russ Bott bao cao
1én chiéc truc thing chi huy, mot quan nhan LLDB Hoa Ky trong
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toan, trung s Willie Stark da bi thuong nang. Sau do, nguoi truong
toan biét kich lo du héi, hop doan truc thing cap ctru di 1én ving
chua, toan Viper c6 nguoi bi thuong ning nén khong thé di chuyén
duoc.

Ngbi trong trung tdim hanh quan nghe nhiing 16i d6i thoai
cling “lanh” ngudi, vira lo au cho s6 phan toan biét kich Viper. C6
luc chi nghe 161 ddi thoai mot chiéu... toan Viper bi tan cong, thém
hai ngudi nira bi thuong nhe. Ngoi nghe nhirng 10i ddi thoai, doi
lac t6i cam thay tire toi, s6i gan. Hop doan truc thing van chua xac
dinh dugc vi tri toan biét kich & dudi dat. Trong khi do6 toan biét
kich bao cao, nghe tiéng tryc thing bay ngang qua dau nhung
khong biét chiéc nao, khong biét co phai chiéc vao “boc” khong.
Cubi cung, chiéc tryc thang chi huy goi vé Khe Sanh, yéu cau John
Flanagan lai chiéc may bay tham thinh (FAC) lén bao ving, tim
gium toan biét kich.

Phai cong nhéan, phi cong 1ai chiéc FAC, Flanagan rat sot
sang, choi rat dep trong ngdy hom d6. Flanagan dem theo trung si
LLPB Tommy Tucker ngdi ghé sau. Mic dau gio thoi rit manh
trong khu vue Khe Sanh, Flanagan van cét canh bay vé hudng bién
gi61 Lao-Viét. Khi chiéc FAC vao dén khu vuc hanh quan, cac truc
thiang chi con nhién liéu dé bay thém 20 phut nita. Flanagan goi
toan biét kich Viper va nhan ra giong trung si Bott cung tiéng sung
AK-47 cua dich va tiéng nd 16n cua lyu dan. Quan Bic Viét biét
trye thing dén ciru toan biét kich xAm nhdp nén tan cong quyét liét.

Trung si Bott cho Flanagan biét, trung si Willie Stark bi
thuong nang, ba binh si LLPB Vi¢t Nam da chay lac. Hién gio¢ chi
con anh ta cung v6i Stark va dang bi dich quan bao vay, tin cong.
Rat “thién nghé”, Flanagan n6i Bott gd “Morse” vao tay cAm may
truyén tin va anh ta s& do theo tiéng Morse. Trung si Russ Bott g&
chir “Payoff”, va qiia nhién co tiéng may bay quan sat (FAC) bay
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ngang qua. Tiép theo, Flanagan noi Bott tung mot qua khoi mau,
danh dau vi tri, dé anh ta chi diém cho truc thang vao “bde”.

Mot lan khoi tim bay 1én cao, Flanagan héi lai voi1 Bott cho
chiac chan r6i bay tré lai chd lan khéi tim béc 1én. Lan nay
Flanagan trong thay toan biét kich (chi con lai hai ngudi) dang tron
trong mot dam co tranh, cao hon dau ngudi (co voi, elephant grass)
trén mot trién ndi. Khong nghe tiéng sung dich ban Ién phi co,
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trlic thén_g “bdc” bay vao.
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Flga_n- diéu dong chiéc

Khi chiéc tryc thang bay vao trén dau toan biét kich, ca “thé
giéi” nod bung 1én. Pam cé tranh, ré ra khap noi, di loai siing ban
1én chiéc truc thang. Biét truc thang s€ vao ctru toan biét kich, dich
quan, xtr dung toan biét kich Viper lam mdi bay truc thing. Chiéc
may bay quan sat, bay vong trd lai, ban xudng mot qua hoa tién
“Willie pot” khoi trang, danh diu muc tiéu cho hai tryc thing v
trang vao oanh kich.
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Chiéc truc thing tring dan cd bay 1én, tréi dat vé phid trai
khoang 200 thudc, khung lai, roi tiép tuc bay nghiéng qua bén trai,
16n nguoc roi dam xudng dat. Chiée tryc thiang chay bung 1én, lan
xubng suon doi. Tat ca moi ngudi trén truc thing déu tir nan, gdm
co hai phi cong, hai xa thu dai lién va y ta LLDB Irby Dyer. Hai
chiéc tryc thang vo trang vong lai danh tour thir hai, mot chiéc
trang dan, hu hong hé thdng diéu khién tic xa. Mot ngdy xui xéo
trong hanh quan Delta.

Trong cin ct Khe Sanh, ching toi xap xép lai cau chuyén
kinh hoang xiy ra cho hanh quan Delta. Ching t6i nghe duoc
giong nodi cua vi chi huy trén chiéc truc thing C&C, ong ta ra 1énh
cho toan bi¢t kich Viper, tim céch tri hoan, di chuyén ra cho khac,
tim cach muu sinh, thoat hiém. Sau d6 ho bao cho toan biét kich
biét, cac truc thing sap hét xing, phai quay tré vé Khe Sanh lay
nhién liéu.

C6 thé noi, toan biét kich Viper bi bo roi... khong con cach
nao hon. Mau néng bdc 1én trong ngudi, téi nghe tiéng nghién
rang. Thuong si Stamper, di dting 18n, trong anh mat dudng nhu
ong ta mudn néi véi toi “Minh phai di ctru toan biét kich Viper”.
T6i nghi tham trong dau “Cé t6i nira. Toi cling 1a mot phan trong
hanh quan Delta”.

Trong khi d6, trén chiéc may bay quan sat FAC, phi cong
Flanagan phai ching kién, phai nghe nhiing 15i n6i dau 1ong nht.
Tuyét vong, trung si Russ Bott, truong toan biét kich Viper goi
chiéc FAC “FAC, 1am on ctru bon toi. Chung t61 bi ndng 1am!”. D6
1a cAu néi cudi cung cua toan bi¢t kich Viper nhan dugc trén hé
thong truyén tin. Do 1a 161 ndi cua mot chién binh can dam, trudng
toan biét kich Russ Bott da khong nghe 1énh cép chi huy, bo roi
déng doi, chay mdt minh.
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Con lai mdt minh, trén chiéc FAC chi c¢6 hoa tién khéi tréng
“Willie pot”, Flanagan ciing biét chang 1am duoc gi. Chang khong
nd bay vé, lugn vong ban may qua Willie pot xudng nhiing vi tri
dat sting cua dich, roi bay vong qua chd chiéc tryc thang 1am nan,
bbc chay quan sat. Chi con lan khoi den boc 1én, khong thay dau
hiéu c6 ngudi sdng sét & dudi. Flanagan vong trd lai chd toan biét
kich Viper. Pam c¢é tranh bi dap nat, lan rong ra, nhu cé nhiéu
ngudi budce vao... Khong thiy ddu vét cua toan biét kich...

Chiéc may bay quan sat FAC bay vé can ci hanh quén tién
phuong Khe Sanh... trong ndi c¢o don.
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